
 
 

         
                
President’s ProsePresident’s ProsePresident’s ProsePresident’s Prose    
 
Yes, I was relaxing at Rottnest last month and yes, I did miss the deadline for publication.  
Many apologies for the latter, not the former!  
 
Despite that, the school holidays already seem like a distant memory in the blur that was 
our 30th Anniversary dinner.  And what a wonderful night it was….great company, great 
food, great venue and loads of laughs.  We formally recognised a number of members for 
their years of membership and service to the club as well as making an official 
presentation of cheques of funds raised from the quiz night to representatives of local 
emergency service groups.  It was fantastic to see some ‘old’, familiar faces enjoying 
catching up with friends and perusing the amazing display of memorabilia put together 
by Elspeth.  The crowd took a while to warm to the idea of dancing (we are swimmers 
after all!), but before the night was over, many were displaying their talent (or lack of) on 
the floor.  Many thanks to all involved in the organisation of such a memorable occasion, 
particularly Elspeth, Kim and Garry. 
 
August is a fairly quiet month in the pool competitively but a good opportunity to 
reinforce or regain fitness with heaps of pool space during training sessions.  We are 
hosting a 1500m swim at Forrestfield in September and then preparations will be in full 
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swing for the Lake Leschenaultia swim in November.  Be prepared to contribute when 
called upon in the true form Maida Vale is renowned for. 
 
Looking forward to catching you in the pool very soon. 
 
Lesley 

 
 
Monday night programme for August 

 
 
Birthdays 
 
The following people will be putting an extra candle on their cake this 
month.  “Happy to yous” to Nigel Morgan on the 15th, Donna Bickneli on 
the 16th and Lynne Duncan & Phil Blake on the 20th August.  If you have 
been missed off the birthday list please email the editor so I can up date my 
info.   
 
Injury List 
 
Well if it’s good enough for the AFL to list all their gory injuries (all those groin injuries) 
we can do the same – out for six weeks Claire Ware – wearing a dashing red cast on her 
leg to the birthday bash; Maggie Read – wearing a purple cast on the lift wrist (broken 
whilst ice skating); and Barbara Van der Leest – wearing a boring white cast on her ankle 
after breaking it doing a fitness class (should stick to swimming), get well soon to anyone 
else who has succumbed to broken bones or to the piggy virus/flu that is also doing the 
rounds and keeping you out of the water! Ed. 

3 August 50 backstroke (stubby 
Stakes) 

100 freestyle 

10 August 50 fly 100 IM 

17 August 50 backstroke 100 breaststroke 

24 August Committee Aerobics 

31 August 50 freestyle 100 backstroke 



 
Ni hao, (Does that mean ‘I haven’t got swine flu? Ed) 

Wow, what a fantastic three months it has been. 
I am now staying with Renee for the last week and a half of my time here in Taiwan. It is 
completely different being here with her. There are constantly women and small children 
coming and going. Renee is from Oklahoma and has quite a drawl but strangely she 
insists that it is me with the accent! I am having heaps of fun being here with Renee and I 
thoroughly appreciate her sense of fun, air-conditioned room and soft mattress.  
My travel insurance company took ages to tell me that they would not pay out for the 
scooter accident. I insured with Suresave, the one my travel agent recommended. I read 
the brochure but what it appears they cover in the glossy print is not what they cover in 
the fine print. So that hurt. Needless to say, I do not recommend Mondial Assistance 
which is the actual insurance company behind the Suresave name.  
My first day here in Taiwan I was scrubbing, cleaning and helping prepare for a car boot 
sale. My whole time here was a time of transition and change as the two women I was 
living with were shifting. Lynn back to The States for good and Kristin moved in here 
with Renee just a couple of days before going back to the US to visit family. So packing 
up and sorting out leaving has been a continual process going on around me. Interesting, 
because back in Forrestfield I have lived in the same house for over 20 years. Staying put 
is much less stressful.  
I am so grateful that I have been able to have this experience in Taiwan. It is hard to put 
into words how much I have gained. It has been good go be able to make mistakes here in 
a safe environment where I have good friends who can point and laugh. I have 
experienced that my outgoing personality is useful in making new friends, my English is 
also helpful in this area and my age seems to be an advantage in girls being willing to 
share heart stuff with me. This is a society where people do not express emotion, I found 
it disconcerting when being told of heartbreak, that the young ladies telling me are 
obviously deeply hurt, but just talk like they are discussing the weather. I found this 
somewhat confusing in how I should respond.  
I have discovered that I can learn language, albeit slowly, but that I also enjoy it. That in 
itself is a miracle. The highlights? Definitely some of the wonderful interactions I have 
been able to be involved in and the beauty of Taroko Gorge. The lowlights? The way 
everyone driving on the roads is trying to kill themselves and take me with them. 
There are many good people doing very good things here in Taiwan and it has been good 
to see some of the many possibilities of what I could do in the future. It has been made 
clear that I would be welcomed back, but as much as I love it here, I think there are other 
places where the need is greater. 
So now I leave on Wednesday to see my baby girl Loren in Philadelphia, it has been 
Christmas 2007 since I saw her last. Her husband James is trying to find a car for me, I 
have a $2000 budget, sadly in some parts of America it would be easier for him to get a 
house for that amount of money.  I then go down to Missouri to do my training. This will 
be another completely different culture change.  
 
Robyn Schroder  

Lin, Mei en 
 



Photo gallery from the 30th Birthday Bash!!! 
 
 

 David and Frank Dalle Nogare 
 

  Ian, Norma and Jill 
 
 

  The Wares 



 Browsing the Year Books 
 

  Gary Bradley (former member now 
President of  Claremont Masters) 

  Marco, Frank and Scott 



  Elspeth and Suzie 

 Steve, Kim and Dianne 

  The Duncans 



  Light Foot Lynne 

  Claire does it the hard way, 
supported by Sandra and Ian 

  Life members Barbara, Barbara, 
Andrea and Gwyn receive 30 year badges 



  Brian, Meritorious Service Award 

  Viewing the memorabilia 

  Flipper Award for Roo 
 



 
 
Naomi ‘gets down’                                               Jamie O’Neill   Kalamunda 
Volunteer Bushfire Brigade 
 

 
 
Warwick Martindale    Kalamunda SES 
 
 



 
 
30TH Anniversary Celebrations 
On Saturday 25th July the club celebrated its 30th Anniversary at the Lesmurdie 
Club with a dinner/dance. 
The nearly 70 people attending enjoyed a pre dinner drink and finger food in the 
club’s foyer while reminiscing with past and present members and special 
guests. 
A fabulous display of the clubs history and memorabilia was on display thanks to 
the untiring efforts of Elspeth, with help from her husband Geoffrey. Also 
available on the night was a booklet outlining the last 5 years of the clubs 
activities, this was a follow on from the 25 Year booklet, and many thanks to 
Lesley for all her hard work in putting it together.  
The guests enjoyed a buffet meal with a varied selection of hot and cold dishes.  
Even the clubs ‘gastronomic marvel’ was heard to say that he couldn’t have 
eaten any more. 
After the main course was completed the formal part of the evening took place 
with the club’s original Life Members being presented with 30 Year badges and a 
novelty drinking glass with which to enjoy the evening. Year badges were also 
presented to Jill McClelland – 20 years, Alan Friday 15 years, coach Roo 
Reynolds and Maggie Read 5 years. 
Also presented were special appreciation awards to Barbara Hart, Brian Harper, 
Glad McGough, Elspeth Binckes, Sandra Cooper and Kim Bingham for their 
contribution to the club’s activities over the years. 
Presentations of the proceeds from our recent Quiz Night were also made to 
Captain Jamie O’Neil from the Kalamunda Volunteer Bush Fire Brigade and 
Warwick Martindale from the local SES, both expressing their appreciation for 
our efforts. 
No club night is complete without our famous FLIPPER Awards and the worthy 
recipients were acknowledged and present with their well deserved awards. 
Sweets, tea and coffee followed to complete the meal. Guests continued to enjoy 
their evening, chatting and catching up with past members, and some braved the 
dance floor.  
Another milestone gone and successfully celebrated as only Maida Vale can. 
Bring on the next. 
 
 
 
 



Next Social Function  
Anita’s 90 
One of the clubs Life Members, Anita Eifler is celebrating her 90th birthday in 
September and the club is putting on a birthday bash on Monday the 14th 
September at Claire and Alan Ware’s home. There will be no swimming on this 
night. Keep this date free and further details will be announced in the near future. 
 
 
Up coming Swims 
 
I believe there is a 1500m swim coming up but the computer gremlins have 
deleted that email.  Please see Alan Friday or Lynne Duncan who will have all 
the info about this swim – I believe it is Maida Vale’s own swim. 
 
Don’t forget to get into training for the Lake Leschanaultia swim in November. 
 
Don’t forget to email the editor for any items that you want included. 
 
September issue will be out in only a couple of weeks as this issue was delayed 
due to the Eds. Injury – even harder to type with one hand and the other refusing 
to do anything!! 
 
 
 
 


