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I began my last newsletter “prose” wishing everyone a Happy New Year so it seems appropriate to start this one with 

Kung Hii Fatt Choi (Chinese New Year - which loosely translates to Congratulations and be prosperous) and best 

wishes to anyone born in the year of the Dragon. Specifically the year of the Water Dragon, which only comes 

around every 60 years (or something like that). It is a very complicated formula for setting the Chinese New Year as 

it is dictated by the phases of the sun and the moon. Any excuse for a celebration! I did send our club’s best wishes to 

the Narrogin Masters club as their mascot is a water dragon. 

 

I trust everyone enjoyed their Australia Day celebrations – whether you went all out with the lamb on the barbie or 

just sat in the aircon and read a book – I hope you caught nature’s sky show – spectacular from the South Perth fore-

shore. 

 

Having mentioned last month that the lanes are usually fairly empty this time of the year but I was proved incorrect 

as we have had almost record numbers turning up to club and training – fantastic start to the swimming year – keep it 

up!! Our first Stubby Stakes was a flashback to the old times when we never packed up ‘till well after midnight It 

was actually 10.20 and maybe the empty esky sent us packing). Certainly sent Caroline off on her bike! 

 

It was great to see Di and Steve Cockman briefly back in the pool but not for long as I imagine they will busy putting 

out bushfires from now until the weather cools down – keep safe you two! 

 

On a swimming note, our OWS have been hard at it every weekend with varying success – nearly always winning 

age groups. We have 3 members training for the Rottnest Channel swim - Claire and Caroline in a team of 4 and 

Ceinwen swimming a duo with her fiancé Andy. Good luck to them all and we will be cheering them off the beach as 

usual. 

 

Our first interclub swim of the year is coming up on the 12th February so good luck to everyone attending the New-

man Churchlands BACC. The state swim is being held at the start of next month so I will also take this opportunity to 

wish those members competing the best of  luck and I hope you enjoy the experience in Bunbury. 

 

Hospital Lane: Vice President Liz has had to have another spell in hospital for an operation and is experiencing  

considerable pain with her recovery so I hope she overcomes her problems and joins us again really soon.  (Helen 

will definitely be overtaking her now). 

 

I regularly pay a visit to Anita and Joachim and was pleased to see Anita up and about last time. I was able to coax 

Anita down to the pool to help out with some breaststroke coaching at the end of last year but we are still waiting for 

her return. Anita is worried she can’t get back in to the pool to set more club records – she currently has 5 records – 

and I assured her that no-one was about to break those records and she should be very proud of them. Anytime Anita 

competes again and wants to set another one, we will be eagerly watching her progress! Anita and Joachim are the 

elder “statespeople” of the club and we must look after them. 

 

As we have the AGM coming up this month, our first real “fun” social will be the annual pic-

nic at Lake Leschenaultia on the 18th March. Last year we held our picnic down at the East 

Perth foreshore due to the lack of water at the lake but I don’t think that will be a problem 

this year – more to follow! 

 

See you at the AGM and please put your hands up for something (not just another beer!) 

 

FROM THE HILL…………………..ANDREA 



C L U B  N I G H T  P R O G R A M  F O R  F E B R U A R Y  

6th February 50 Breast STUBBY STAKES 200 Free 

13th February 100 Back  100 IM 

20th February NO SWIMMING—ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

27th February 50 Free  100 Fly 

Only one club member celebrating a birthday this month. 

Happy Birthday to Douglas Ellis who will be celebrating  

his 80th birthday on the 23rd February.  

 

CLUB RECORDS TODATE 

 

 

ONE CLUB RECORD LAST MONTH 

 

Liz Bettridge set a record in the 100m Free   SC 50-54 1:19.99  

Note from editor: new star sign explanations are not meant to offend; just amuse! 





Stubby Stakes Winner January 2012. 

 

Well done to Ren Jakovich 

Ren nominated 33.64 for 50 metres free style, swam 

it in 34.81. and took home a good bottle of red  

for his effort!! 

Who will win it this month?  

Everyone catching up after Christmas at January Stubby Stakes It was a very  hot and balmy night.  

So hot and balmy that the last club members to go home only went because all the nibbles had gone and  

the esky had been drunk dry! 

A good turn out of members and offspring despite the adverse weather conditions, 

confusion over starting times and miscommunication.  The water was cool which should 

have meant lots of swimming.  There was plenty...but not really lots! Clearly not all 

hard work……plenty of cross training!! 

Just big kids really……………………………..wait for the splash………………………Russel breaking the ‘feet first’ rule! 



Looks a bit like Maida Vale actually with lots of camera shy ‘swimmers ‘standing around  

talking! The water was cool which should have meant lots of swimming.   

There was plenty...but not really lots! 

Elaine and Maggie had their own idea of a 

cool down. 

Next Thursday (9th February) we will be swimming at  

Kalamunda Pool from 6.00 pm till 7.15 pm. 

Hope lots of you will be able to make it for some more  

Intense training before the Newman Churchlands BACC  

on the 12th February.  



THE UPS & DOWNS OF STAFF TRAVEL 
 

Most of you will know that our daughter Kelly works for Qantas and one of the really good things about this is that we 

qualify for Staff Travel – which in part is the reason we have done so much travelling over the past few years. 

 

It’s a wonderful thing is Staff Travel but it does have its’ draw-backs on occasions.  Rules are that you pay to get on, 

pay to upgrade to Business and then pray to the Travel Gods that it will all go well and, up until now it has.  We’ve 

had a couple of close shaves when we thought we were not going to get on a flight in Los Angeles and again last year 

on our way home from South America when we thought we were going to be off-loaded in Sydney – but the Travel 

Gods were good to us and we got on, not necessarily sitting next to each other but at least we got home and our lug-

gage followed a few hours later via a courier.  Its’ all part of the deal and that’s OK. 

 

Anyhow, this last weekend, we decided to fly to Melbourne to catch up with daughter # 2 & her husband and booked 

our flights for Wednesday night coming back on Sunday.   Andrea re-arranged her evening & took us to the airport for 

our 11:30pm flight.  Checked in and sat waiting for our seat allocation.  At 11:30pm the flight took off and we caught 

a taxi home for the night!  Back at 6:45am for the 8:10am flight.  Got on and got Business – Bonus!! 

 

Had a lovely extended weekend with Helen & Greg, caught up with a friend from our Egypt/Jordan holiday, went to 

the markets, drove down the Mornington Peninsula, went to dinner, ate, drank, talked and packed our bags for our 

5:45pm flight back home on Sunday. That flight was chock-a-block, so we sat in the Stand-by lounge and waited.  

Luckily, we got onto the next flight which left at 7:10pm and, again got Business…and very nice it was too!!! 

Of course when you are on Stand-by, you often only get 5 minutes to get to the boarding gate, so after a mad rush we 

got on the flight but our luggage didn’t!!!  Its’ happened before and Qantas are really good and send the luggage by 

courier later that evening; and that is what happened on Sunday night. At 11:15pm the phone rang and a ‘very Indian” 

man on the other end said in a “very Indian accent “I am outside your house and I have your luggage”. 

 

Off Andrew duly trotted to get the luggage only to come back 2 minutes later  saying “Houston, I think we have a 

problem”….1) - I’m not Houston and 2), it wasn’t us who had the problem!! Now, we weren’t there so we can’t say 

exactly what happened BUT, there was no van outside, no “very Indian” person and no luggage.  What there was how-

ever was a white Transit van wedged half way down the em-

bankment of next door’s garden at an angle of about 45c and 

on the brink of a 1.5Metre drop into the rest of their garden.   

It was pitch black because the street lights are out and West-

ern Power are still fixing them, so I could only just see and 

what I saw was a very agitated elderly Indian gentleman with 

a really crappy torch trying to ring someone on his mobile.  

He had a little top knot of hair bunched at the front of his 

head, no turban and his beard was blowing in the wind….oh, 

yes forgot to mention the wind…those horrible Easterlies and 

really cold!!  By this time, our neighbours whose garden had 

just been destroyed by the Flying Indian were out in the street 

and so was our luggage.  Its’ now 12:15am and time we said 

Goodnight and went to bed.  I suggested to the distraught Fly-

ing Indian that he should walk down the street to wait for his 

wife and the last thing I saw was him trotting down the road. 

 

So, we get into bed and Andrew mentions that he had seen the Flying Indian’s turban blowing up the middle of the 

road…so my imagination started and then I started giggling and so did Andrew because what I reckon happened was: 

He got out of the van to check the number because it was too dark to see from inside the van, got on his phone and 

rang me but forgot to put the handbrake on properly.  The van rolls down the road, hits the kerb, crashes into next 

doors’ garden and ends up wedged against the tree.  The Flying Indian runs down after it and somewhere during his 

chase, loses his turban which is blown up the middle of the road - now there is this poor man watching his turban blow 

up the road and his van roll down the road whilst trying desperately to ring someone in the pitch dark using a crappy 

torch!!!!  

 

It is now 12:30am, I have to get up at 5:30am to go to work and I cannot get the picture of the Flying Indian out of my 

head, the tears are streaming down my face from laughing and I am more awake now than I should be and all this 

would not have happened had it not been for Ups and Downs of Staff Travel!!! 

I still giggle every time I picture the scene again – I wish I had been there to see them drag the van out of the garden in 

the morning – that might have been worth watching.  

 

Now, where will we go to next time!!!!                                                                                       Lynne Duncan 



Reputedly the oldest chronological record in history, the ancient 

Chinese Lunar Calendar dates back beyond 2,600 BC. Based on 

the appearance of the new moon, it associates a different animal 

with each year in the 12-year lunar cycle. 

Traditionally, the first year of the lunar cycle is ‘ruled’ by the 

mouse. According to legend, the order of the animals in Chinese 

astrology was determined by their race across a river. Unknown 

to the ox, the mouse hitched a ride on its back, leaping to victory 

at the very last second. The tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, 

goat, monkey, rooster, dog and pig followed the quick-thinking 

mouse and the flabbergasted ox to dry land. 

In Chinese culture, each animal is believed to influence the per-

sonality of the people born under its ‘rule’. The following are 

the twelve zodiac signs in order and their characteristics. 

RAT – Forthright, tenacious, intense, meticulous, charismatic, 

sensitive, intellectual, industrious, charming, eloquent, sociable, 

artistic, and shrewd. Can be manipulative, vindictive, self-destructive, envious, mendacious, venal, obstinate, critical, 

over-ambitious, ruthless, intolerant, and scheming. 

OX – Dependable, ambitious, calm, methodical, born leader, patient, hardworking, conventional, steady, modest, log-

ical, resolute, and tenacious. Can be stubborn, dogmatic, hot-tempered, narrow-minded, materialistic, rigid, and de-

manding. 

TIGER – Unpredictable, rebellious, colorful, powerful, passionate, daring, impulsive, vigorous, stimulating, sincere, 

affectionate, humanitarian, and generous. Can be restless, reckless, impatient, quick-tempered, obstinate, selfish, ag-

gressive, and moody. 

RABBIT – Gracious, good friend, kind, sensitive, soft-spoken, amiable, elegant, reserved, cautious, artistic, thorough, 

tender, self-assured, shy, astute, compassionate, lucky, and flexible. Can be moody, detached, superficial, self-

indulgent, opportunistic, and stubborn. 

DRAGON –  Magnanimous, stately, vigorous, strong, self-assured, proud, noble, direct, dignified, eccentric, intellectu-

al, fiery, passionate, decisive, pioneering, artistic, generous, and loyal. Can be tactless, arrogant, imperious, tyranni-

cal, demanding, intolerant, dogmatic, violent, impetuous, and brash. 

SNAKE – Deep thinker, wise, mystic, graceful, soft-spoken, sensual, creative, prudent, shrewd, elegant, cautious, re-

sponsible, calm, strong, constant, and purposeful. Can be a loner, bad communicator, possessive, hedonistic, self-

doubting, distrustful, mendacious, suffocating, and cold. 

HORSE – Cheerful, popular, quick-witted, changeable, earthy, perceptive, talkative, agile, magnetic, intelligent, as-

tute, flexible, and open-minded. Can be fickle, arrogant, childish, anxious, rude, gullible, and stubborn. 

GOAT Righteous, sincere, sympathetic, mild-mannered, observant, artistic, intellectual, ingenious, innovative, crea-

tive, mothering, peaceful, and generous. Can be indecisive, over-passive, worrier, pessimistic, sensitive, shy, and 

weak-willed. 

MONKEY – Inventor, motivator, improviser, quick-witted, inquisitive, flexible, innovative, problem solver, self-

assured, sociable, artistic, polite, dignified, competitive, objective, and factual. Can be egotistical, vain, arrogant, self-

ish, reckless, snobbish, deceptive, manipulative, cunning, jealous, suspicious, and stubborn. 

ROOSTER Acute, neat, meticulous, organized, self-assured, decisive, conservative, critical, perfectionist, alert, zeal-

ous, practical, scientific, and responsible. Can be over zealous and critical, puritanical, egotistical, abrasive, proud, 

opinionated, and gives into empty bravado. 

DOG – Honest, intelligent, straightforward, loyal, sense of justice and fair play, attractive, amicable, unpretentious, 

sociable, open-minded, idealistic, moralistic, practical, affectionate, sensitive, and easy going. Can be cynical, lazy, 

cold, judgmental, pessimistic, worrier, stubborn, and quarrelsome. 

PIG – Honest, gallant, sturdy, sociable, peace-loving, patient, loyal, hard-working, trusting, sincere, calm, understand-

ing, thoughtful, scrupulous, passionate, and intelligent. Can be naïve, over-reliant, self-indulgent, gullible, fatalistic, 

and materialistic. 
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2012 Membership Fees 

 
 

Masters Swimming will no longer accept club payments for the State or National 

components of the membership fee. From now on club members must pay these fees 

by credit or debit card on the Masters Website. 

 

The 12 month Membership Fee for 2012 remains unchanged at $90. Whilst 

Membership Fees should be paid by January 1st each year, the membership renewal 

facility is not available online until 1st December. 

 

Full instructions on how to access your record and pay the fees online are available 

on the club website at the address below 

http://maidavalemastersswimming.com/membership/ 

 

You will need to obtain your username and password from the Masters website.  

 

Then you will be able to view the details held on record, and change your username 

and password if you wish to do so.  

 

The club website explains how to do it. 

 

If you are unable to use the internet for any reason to submit or renew your 

membership, please let me know and we can process the payment for you. 

 

Once you have paid the Clubs Online fees, you will need to pay the club component, 

$25, to the club in the usual way. As ever, our Life Members are not obliged to pay 

the club component. 

 

Don’t worry it’s really not as difficult as it sounds. Any problems, give me a call at 

home on 9291 0773 or mobile 0427 695427. 

 

Alan Ware, Club Treasure 

http://maidavalemastersswimming.com/membership/


Club Latex Caps (price to advised)  Club Fleece Vests  $45;  

Club T-Shirts - $40;  Club Badges - $10   

Don’t forget to visit our club’s web page at http://maidavalemastersswimming.com/  

Contact Details: 
 
President:  Andrea Williams   Ph:9293 2318    andreawilliams12@hotmail.com 
Secretary:     Lynne Duncan           Ph: 9293 3041    lynne.duncan@oss.wa.gov.au 
           duncan1320@bigpond.com 
Coaching panel : Lesley Hart   Ph: 0419 961 729  lesleyjane62@hotmail.com 
   Claire Ware    Ph: 0428 695 427  claireware@aapt.net.au 
    
Editor:        Kate Elliott   Ph: 0400450 770    kelliott@iinet.net.au  
              

 

 Ladies bathers are $55.00 and Men's bathers are $30.00.  

 Payment MUST be made on receipt of bathers – No Money, No Bathers  

 See Marilyn to pay and collect bathers.  

STOP PRESS: 

The Latex Caps are 

now here and  

available for purchase 

on Monday night! 

http://maidavalemastersswimming.com/
mailto:lynne.duncan@oss.wa.gov.au
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