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Apart from this week’s dramatic storm – forcing us to have candlelit dinners (and missing the last episode of My Big Fat Gypsy 

Wedding! :), November has been a great month for us as a swimming club. We have welcomed some wonderful new swimmers and 

prospective new members who have been enjoying our club nights and training sessions and it’s refreshing to see their enthusiasm. 

 

Unfortunately, we began the month on a sobering note with the sudden death of a long time Claremont Masters member and every-

one’s friend, Perc Edwards, who climbed out of the pool after a training session with his mates planning to head off for morning cof-

fee  then suffered a massive heart attack and could not be revived. . Perc had already entered our Lake Leschenaultia swim so the 

committee voted to donate his entry fee to the Breast Cancer Council and we have rounded the amount up to $50 as a donation from 

our club. 

 

The second week into November we successfully conducted our 26th Lake Leschenaultia swim and I would like to thank all the club 

members who helped out on the day, performing the many tasks connected with hosting an OWS.  It is a wonderful exercise in mem-

ber participation with everyone going about their allotted tasks with smooth efficiency, making my job as co-ordinator so much easi-

er to perform. This event is finally gaining the recognition it deserves from the greater swimming fraternity as one of the best OWSs 

on the calendar. 

 

It was great to have four of our newest members - Val, Nancy, Ros and Kirsty  -successfully complete the swim and they appeared to 

enjoy the experience. I hear from the amused Referee and the paddlers that Nancy talked the whole way around the lake whilst swim-

ming breaststroke and admiring the scenery!  

 

On behalf of all our members I would like to thank our faithful sponsors who have donated funds again this year to help us with the 

purchasing and printing of our famous polo shirts.. Major sponsors, Gwyn Williams and Alfred’s Kitchen have their logos on the 

front of the shirts and other long time sponsors - Richard  and Brenda Mazzucchelli, Kim and Shelley Bingham and the Maida Vale 

Pool are included on the back, along with new sponsors HBF and The Shire of Mundaring. 

 

Lynne Duncan successfully applied for a Community Grant from the Mundaring Shire and we obtained $1,000 which we used to 

purchase the special printable stop watches that we need for the lake swim and we have some money left over to replace some of our 

ordinary stop watches.   

  

We ended the month on a great positive note gaining second place to the hosts at the Osborne Park BACC swim last Sunday. It was a 

gorgeous sunny morning and the water was sparkling and clean and great to compete in. We spent the morning in good humoured 

battle with the Claremont club- which had a similar number of swimmers as us – but they were no match for us in the relays {albeit 

one of our teams getting DQ’d - no names mentioned!}  Well done to Helen Fisher who – after watching from the side of the pool 

last year because she couldn’t swim a stroke – this year competed in the 200mtr backstroke. Inspiring!  

 

A small group of swimmers are competing at the Narrogin BACC this Saturday and some others are heading west to Rottnest for the 

annual swim-thru at Thompsons Bay. Good luck to everyone and have a great weekend. Don’t forget the Stubby Stakes next Mon-

day!  

 

The OWS season is well under way and, as usual, a small dedicated group of members compete each weekend up and down the 

coast, getting stung by stingers and lost at sea (did I say anything about Caroline or Glad?) Good luck over the season and keep en-

joying yourselves.  

 

Welcome home from India, Garry and Barbara Lymn and to Lynne and Andrew Duncan next week. 

 

Good luck to Joachim Eifler who is having some maintenance surgery this week and we hope to see him back in the pool soon.  

 

December is always our most social month of the year with the Christmas party on the 15 th and sausage sizzle on the 17th – look for 

details in the newsletter and try to save the dates and share the festive fun. 

  

 

FROM THE HILL…………………….ANDREA. 



CLUB RECORDS TO NOVEMBER 2012 

    

30-34 Victoria Maguire 25 Breaststroke SC 27.00 (last set in 1981) 

50-54 Lesley Hart 200 Backstroke SC 3.08.60 

  25 Butterfly SC 17.64 

75-79 Barbara Hart 200 Backstroke SC 5.06.91 

65-79 Russel Fowler 100 Backstroke SC 1.42.57 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  IN DECEMBER TO  
 

Marilyn Potter 2nd;  Frank Dalle Nogare and Tim Hodge 7th 

Alan Friday 17th; Alana Cooper 21st; Elaine Bourne 23rd;  

Martin Byrne 27th 

Congratulations to Victoria Maguire who came closest to her nominated time 
whilst swimming the 100 metres freestyle on the 5th November.  

 
Nominate your time for the 25 metres free on Monday 3rd December 

and then swim to it!  
 

Easy! And an excellent bottle of wine chosen by Russel could be yours.  



 

SWIMMERS 



We love the 2012 Lake Swim T Shirt  

The registration table... 

Paddlers (well a couple of paddlers and 
one on looker….) 

Gwyn and Claire showing off the new 
printable stop watches.  

Elaine and Brian having no difficulty selling tickets for 
the many raffle prizes. Great job once again Elaine!! Sandra Dee T ready for all that data entry 

Barbara with trusty old 
stop watches 

Relaxing 
after all 
the hard 
work and 

there were 
even some 
swimmers! 

Workers 





Before they heard they had been 
disqualified!! 

NOT disqualified! 



HOLIDAY MAKERS—GARRY AND BARBARA LYMN 

 

A couple we met on a European trip last year encouraged us to 

join them on a trip to India in October/November, escorted by 

Peter Waltham (a Curtin FM presenter). As Curtin FM volunteers, 

we travelled with Peter in 2010 and 2011, and particularly en-

joyed the itineraries, which are specially put together and not 

found in travel brochures. There is considerable flexibility, ample 

leisure time, and few early morning starts.  A trip to India had 

never been on our “bucket list”, but we decided that if ever we 

were to see India, travelling with Peter would be the way to do it.   

 

So on 17th October we departed Perth for Shimla, in the Western 

Himalayas.  It took 28 hours to get there (and 38 hours since we had a decent sleep).  

 

We flew via Singapore to Delhi, then to Chandigarh, before joining a convoy of 8 cars to Shimla. It didn’t 

take us long to see why we didn’t travel there in a bus!  The 137km drive was winding, dusty, rough at 

times, and incredibly slow. It took nearly five hours! If we had taken the drive in WA, the entire road would 

have had double white lines. Not in India!  They have a honking system whereby the driver honks if he 

wants to overtake, or a driver honks if it’s safe to overtake him, and it seemed to work well, with no appar-

ent road rage. 

 

Our hotel at Shimla was awesome, with breathtaking views across a cedar forest to the Himalayas, some in 

the far distance covered in snow. We were warned not to open our windows, because of the monkeys.  

Someone decided to wash their shoes and leave them on the balcony to dry, and shortly after they disap-

peared!  We joined in several unsuccessful searches for them around the perimeter of the hotel.  Then the 

shoes magically appeared. The housekeeping staff had kindly taken them away for drying!   

 

We were spared a long drive back to Delhi by travelling part of the distance on a World Heritage toy train 

on a line which was completed more than 100 years ago.  In old Delhi we survived a rickshaw ride through 

a crowded bazaar, and after seeing a temple, mosque, fort and tomb, we were thankful for the flexibility of 

our itinerary as it was a case of seen one, seen them all!  The temple was interesting, as it had a large kitch-

en with some 1,000 volunteers who provided meals each day to more than 10,000 who live in poverty. 

 

In Delhi we boarded The Indian Maharaja – Deccan Odyssey for a week long train journey to Mumbai.  

Unfortunately, it was not the luxury train we were expecting, but the towns we saw each day compensated 

for that. We visited Agra, Jaipur (where we had an elephant ride), Udaipur, Aurangabad and Ajanta, and 

had morning and afternoon safaris in the Ranthambore National Park.  

The highlight was seeing the Taj Mahal. 

 

 

 

 

We left the train in Mumbai and headed to our hotel, 

the Taj Mahal Palace, where more than thirty people 

were killed in a terrorist attack in 2008.  We had an 

interesting visit to an open air laundry where dirty 

laundry from all over Mumbai is hand washed in end-

less rows of concrete troughs.  It is mindboggling to 

comprehend how the laundry is returned to its right-

ful owners.   

 

 

 

 

 

“Princess Barbara” 



Another interesting phenomenon was seeing thousands of men 

transporting and delivering around 200,000 “lunch boxes” of 

freshly cooked food to the city’s office workers.  Due to the ex-

tremely crowded trains during peak hour, it is impossible for the 

workers to carry their lunches, so between 11.30am and 12.30pm 

the “dabbawallas” (a person who carries a container) unload the 

“lunch boxes” from the trains and sort them in readiness for de-

livery to their customers’ offices. We were told about one lunch 

box in six million goes astray, and the “dabbawallas” are studied 

and researched by management, logistics and distribution busi-

nesses.  

 

Our itinerary included a short ride on a Mumbai train, but thankfully it was cancelled because our guide 

was worried about where we might end up if we didn’t disembark 

within 19 seconds! 

 

As we continued to head south, the landscape changed from arid, to 

irrigated farming, and to tropical when we arrived at Cochin, which 

is set on a cluster of islands. Garry was enlisted to use his muscle 

power on a cantilevered Chinese fishing net to raise the catch.   

 

On the way to our next stop, Kumarakom, we spent several hours 

on a houseboat observing people using the waterways for washing 

their clothes and dishes (including school children washing their 

lunch plates), fishing, transporting rice, and even cows (which are 

not sacred in this area).   

 

 

Two days later, we returned to Cochin for our flight to 

our final destination, Hyderabad.  The best had been 

saved until last.  Our hotel, Taj Falaknuma Palace, was 

the former residence of a Nizam of Hyderabad, was built 

in 1894, is set in 32 acres, and took 10 years to restore to 

its former glory.  When we arrived at the “gate” about 

one kilometre from the Palace, we were transported in a 

restored horse-drawn carriage just as the Nizam had used.  

We were free to wander through the Palace and see such 

things as the dining table that seats 120 guests at a time, 

the library collection that includes a First Edition of the 

Titanic, the Nizam’s office where he reportedly had a 

diamond paperweight valued at $8 million and so many 

other examples of the Nizam’s wealth.   

 

 

Thankfully, on the last day we voted to cancel yet another visit to a fort and tomb in favour of enjoying the 

Palace facilities. Late afternoon each day we returned to our room to find a bath had been run for us, com-

plete with rose petals. 

 

On 10th November we flew home and bid farewell to our travelling companions.  We thoroughly enjoyed 

our trip, although some of the sights were confronting.  Unlike our other trips, this one was very much 

about the people, how they lived and worked, etc.  There was pollution, filth, and dust, but one of the high-

lights was walking the streets and observing the people going about their daily lives.  Many have some kind 

of work, nearly all of the children receive an education, and very few looked malnourished.  From our ob-

servations, there were many positive signs for India’s future. 

 

Taj Falaknuma Palace, Hyderabad 

Mumbai’s “lunch box” men 

Garry helping to raise a fishing net at 



It is a 40 winks party. Come ready for bed.  

You can save time when you get home as you will be 

all ready in your night attire.  All those men who have 

wanted to get out dressed in their favourite nightie . 

T HIS  N IGHT  IS  FOR  YOU!  

This address has been removed. Please contact 
the club for details of where to go!!                         :-) 



Club members are asked if they have anytime to spare from 

Wednesday 19th December to Friday 21st December, between the 

hours of 9.00 am till teatime for sorting, counting, packing and de-

livering the Sharing a Hills Christmas hampers.  

 

All the packing etc. will be at Kalamunda Church of Christ as they 

have the facilities that can be used for the whole time and it is easy 

parking.  Any help will be gratefully received!  

 

Jill McClelland 

Tamara demonstrates how to keep your goggles on  

when diving into the pool  

C L U B  N I G H T  P R O G R A M  F O R  D E C E M B E R  

3rd December 25 FREE STUBBY STAKES 100 IM 

10th December 100 BACK  200 FREE 

17th November 
CHRISTMAS SAUSAGE SIZZLE 

At Sandra Thompson’s place 4 Curtis Rd, Lesmurdie  
Sausages $2.00 Drinks @ Stubby Stakes prices 

24th December CHRISTMAS EVE (NO SWIMMING)  

31st December NEW YEAR’S EVE (NO SWIMMING)  

7TH JANUARY 

STUBBY STAKES AND 

TIME TO GET BACK INTO THE POOL AND GET READY FOR THE 

‘LIVE LIGHTER CLUB CHALLENGES  

THE FIRST OF WHICH WILL BE SUNDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 

AT NEWMAN CHURCHLANDS (MARK YOUR DIARY) 





Club Latex Caps Club Fleece Vests  $45;  

Club T-Shirts - $40;  Club Badges - $10   

Don’t forget to visit our club’s web page at http://maidavalemastersswimming.com/  

Contact Details: 
 
President:  Andrea Williams   Ph:9293 2318    andreawilliams12@hotmail.com 
Secretary:     Lynne Duncan           Ph: 9293 3041    lynne.duncan@oss.wa.gov.au 
           duncan1320@bigpond.com 
Coaching panel : Lesley Hart   Ph: 0419 961 729  lesleyjane62@hotmail.com 
   Claire Ware    Ph: 0428 695 427  claireware@aapt.net.au 
    
Editor:        Kate Elliott   Ph: 0400450 770    kelliott@iinet.net.au  
              

 

 Ladies bathers are $55.00 and Men's bathers are $30.00.  

 Payment MUST be made on receipt of bathers – No Money, No Bathers  

 See Marilyn to pay and collect bathers.  

http://maidavalemastersswimming.com/
mailto:lynne.duncan@oss.wa.gov.au
mailto:margaret.read@det.wa.gov.au
mailto:margaret.read@det.wa.gov.au

